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How an electric car connected the Queen, Charles Rolls, Paris Singer and Claude
Johnson before Henry Royce came on the scene

ueen Alexandra had an electric car. So did Charles

Rolls. Paris Singer founded the company that supplied

them. Paris (the clue to where he was born) Singer (the

clue to his family’s wealth from sewing machines) was
also the first customer to purchase a Rolls-Royce. Claude Johnson,
the future managing director of
Rolls-Royce, seriously contemplated
electric cars with Charles Rolls
before they joined forces with Henry
Royce.

Readers of The Svdnev Morning
Herald on 29 June 1901 would have
seen a news item headed, “The
Queen’s Electric Car”.

The article stated, “If anything
were wanting to invest the pastime
of motoring with greater popularity
in ladies’ eyes it is surely supplied
by the fact that Queen Alexandra has not only purchased for
herself a victoriette, but has learnt to drive it herself”

The New Zealand Herald on 13 July 1901 carried an item headed,
“The Queen’s Motor-Car”.

“Queen Alexandra’s electric motor-car has become a familiar
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“Her Majesty is in the
habit of driving the
vehicle herself, and is
delighted with the ease
and simplicity of control
and manipulation”

object for many miles around Sandringham during the last month,”
it reported. “Truth reports that the Queen drives herself very
cleverly, and has usually been accompanied by either Princess
Victoria or Miss Knollys.

“The car is a very neat victoriette, with bicycle wheels, and
they are fitted with 3-in. pneumatic tyres.
There are only seats for two, and the full
speed is 14 miles per hour.

“The Queen intends to make a present
of a similar car to the King of Denmark
[her father]”

While I can’t find a record of the gift of
an electric car to her father, the Queen did
give one as a present to her sister, Empress
Marie of Russia, and the car was driven by
her nephew, Grand Duke Mikhail.

When the Queen was Princess
Alexandra of Denmark she married
Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, in 1863 and reigned as Princess
of Wales until 1go1. When Queen Victoria died in 1901, Albert
Edward became King Edward VII, and Alexandra his Queen-
Empress from 1901 to 1910.

From the time of King Edward VII's death in 1910 until she died













































































